Repeat pancreatectomy for pancreatic ductal cancer recurrence in the remnant pancreas after initial pancreatectomy: is it worthwhile?
The clinical implications of repeat completion pancreatectomy for recurrent pancreatic cancer in the remnant pancreas after initial pancreatectomy have not been clarified. We retrospectively analyzed our patients and evaluated the clinical implications of repeat pancreatectomy for isolated local recurrence in the remnant pancreas after initial resection for pancreatic cancer. One-hundred seventy patients who had recurrence of pancreatic cancer out of 326 patients who had initially undergone resection for pancreatic cancer were included in this study. Sixty-seven of 170 recurrent patients were diagnosed as having isolated local recurrence of pancreatic cancer. Eleven of these 67 patients with isolated local recurrence only in the remnant pancreas underwent repeat pancreatectomy. Characteristics and operative outcomes for these 11 patients with repeat pancreatectomy were analyzed and evaluated in comparison with other recurrent patients. Among 170 patients with recurrence after initial resection for pancreatic cancer, the median survival time was 78.2 and 20.3 months after initial resection, in the repeat pancreatectomy group and the unresectable group, respectively (P < .001), and the 2- and 5-year survival probability rates after initial resection were 91%, and 82% vs 42%, and 13%, respectively. Among 67 patients with isolated local recurrence, the median survival time after repeat resection or diagnosis of recurrence was 25.0 and 9.3 months, and the 2- and 5-year survival probability rates after repeat resection or diagnosis of recurrence were and 61% and 46% vs 19% and 6.2% in the repeat pancreatectomy group and the unresectable group, respectively (P < .01). There was no difference in survivals between the unresectable isolated local recurrence group and the unresectable nonlocal recurrence group. Repeat pancreatectomy might bring about beneficial effects on prognosis in selected patients with isolated local recurrence in the remnant pancreas after initial pancreatectomy for pancreatic cancer without increased operative morbidity or mortality.